
MATH 106 Introduction to Statistics
Autumn 2015

Time/Place: MWF 12:00–12:50 pm (KRH 346), R 2:00–4:50 pm (KRH South PC Lab)

Instructor: John Foster, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Mathematics
E-mail: john.foster@wallawalla.edu
Office: Kretchmar Hall 334, (509) 527-2999

Office Hours: MW 2–3:50 pm, T 2–2:50 pm, F 3–3:50 pm; or by appointment

Text: Duncan, Jonathan. Introduction to Statistics Online Edition.
Compare to: Triola, Mario. Elementary Statistics, 9th Edition. Addison Wesley, 2004.

Calculator: A scientific calculator will be provided for exams.
Webpage: https://webwork.wallawalla.edu/moodle/

Course Description. Designed for students in health-related majors, the social sciences, or other
fields in which a basic knowledge of statistical methods is required. Topics include sampling, descriptive
statistics, simple linear regression, probability, the normal and binomial distributions, confidence
intervals and hypothesis testing for means and proportions, chi-square tests, and simple analysis of
variance. Computer-based lab activities are required. Meets the general studies requirement for
the baccalaureate degree, but does not apply towards a major or minor in mathematics. 4 credits.
Prerequisite: C− in MDEV 003 or satisfactory departmental placement.

Learning Objectives. This quarter, the successful student will

1. develop demonstrable understanding of the course material;

2. successfully engage in mathematical thinking, reasoning, and problem solving;

3. become proficient in performing statistical tasks using modern computer applications.

Participation. In this class you will use an audience response system (“clicker”) to answer questions
during the lectures. Each response counts toward your participation grade, regardless of whether your
answer is correct, so be certain your response is recorded when you cast it.

Exams. There will be two exams during the quarter and a final exam. The 50-minute midterm
exams will be held in class during weeks four and eight, approximately. The 110-minute final exam is
scheduled for Monday, December 14, at 10 am. The final exam may be taken out of schedule only
with the approval of the Associate Vice President for Academic Administration, Dr. Scott Ligman.

Labs. Attendance is required at the weekly labs. You will work in pairs to complete Excel lab
activities and prepare a lab report which is due Sunday night. During the final week of the quarter,
there will be a lab exam worth twice as much as a standard lab activity.

Teaching Certification. Please consult http://math.wallawalla.edu/teacherEd/ .

Emergency Procedures. Please consult http://www.wallawalla.edu/security .

https://webwork.wallawalla.edu/moodle/
http://math.wallawalla.edu/teacherEd/
http://www.wallawalla.edu/security


Bethany Miller

MATH 106

H1

WeBWorK. To encourage daily study, I will post daily homework sets
online, due at 11:59 pm of the next class day (Friday night deadlines are
postponed to Sunday night). You may request a one-class-day extension
on up to three of these assignments during the quarter via e-mail. Further
extensions require appropriate and verifiable reasons.

Homework. There will be written homework assignments due by 5:00 pm
on the Tuesday following the week in which they are assigned. These should
be on 8.5”×11” paper, with clean edges, stapled in the upper-left corner,
folded closed lengthwise, and labeled as shown in the picture. Homework
not matching this description may be discounted. Written homework turned
in Wednesday morning is discounted 10%.

Academic Integrity. Some collaboration on homework is allowed—and
even encouraged—but work you submit for grading must be your own. Any
type of cheating on an exam, including (but not limited to) copying an-
other student’s work or using unauthorized electronics or notes, may result
in a zero grade for the exam or a failing grade for the quarter, and pos-
sible further discipline from the Associate Vice President for Academic
Administration. See http://www.wallawalla.edu/academics/academic-
administration/academic-policies/academic-integrity-policy/ .

Assessment. All materials you submit will be evaluated in a timely man-
ner (typically 2 weeks). Exams will be scored and be accessible for viewing
before the next exam. The score for each class requirement may be accessed
on Moodle. The final letter grade will be calculated as shown:

Final Exam 28% Labs 10%
Midterms 2×20% Homework 8%
WeBWorK 10% Participation 4%

B+ 87% C+ 76% D+ 63%
A 93% B 83% C 70% D 59%
A− 90% B− 80% C− 66% D− 56%

Appropriate (to your instructor) modification of the final letter grade may be made in individual cases
for progress, unusual circumstances, etc. Around weeks 4 and 7 there will be progress reports for
students scoring at or below a C− and for certain other students considered to be at risk.

Disabilities. Appropriate accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities.
To inquire about accommodations, contact Sue Huett at Disability Support Services (527-2366). This
syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. See
http://www.wallawalla.edu/resources/student-support-services/disability-support-services/ .

University Core Themes.

Excellence in thought: You will learn the basics of statistics as demonstrated on homework and exams,
and in our labs you will apply these ideas to collections of data.

Generosity in service: This course has no requirement for service, but one of the best ways to reinforce
your understanding of difficult concepts is to help your classmates learn them.

Beauty in expression: Clear and organized solutions will be exhibited in class lectures, and your exams
will be judged not only by final answers, but by whether you have effectively communicated complete
and accurate solutions.

Faith in God: In mathematics we see a perfect creation untainted by sin.

http://www.wallawalla.edu/academics/academic-administration/academic-policies/academic-integrity-policy/
http://www.wallawalla.edu/academics/academic-administration/academic-policies/academic-integrity-policy/
http://www.wallawalla.edu/resources/student-support-services/disability-support-services/

