
MATH 497 Senior Mathematics Seminar II, Spring 2016
Walla Walla University—Seventh-day Adventist Higher Education

Time/Place: F 2:00–2:50 pm, Kretschmar Hall 345, Walla Walla University

Supervisor: John E. Foster, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Mathematics
E-mail: john.foster@wallawalla.edu
Office: Kretschmar Hall 334, (509) 527-2999

Office Hours: See course webpage.

Web: https://webwork.wallawalla.edu/moodle/

Course Description. Continuation of MATH 496. Students will critique the oral reports given in
MATH 496, expand on their research if necessary, and prepare a professionally formatted scholarly
paper in consultation with their assigned faculty research supervisor. Prerequisite: MATH 496.

Objectives. For teaching certification please see http://math.wallawalla.edu/teacherEd/ .

Upon completion of this course, students will have. . .

1. critiqued their presentations from MATH 496 in preparation for writing their scholarly paper.

2. provided constructive feedback on the presentations from MATH 496 given by their colleagues.

3. identified and discussed the relative importance of best practices for writing mathematics papers.

4. developed a scholarly paper on material which is distinct from or significantly extends topics
covered in the mathematics curriculum.

5. made revisions to improve that paper in consultation with their research supervisor.

The following requirements encourage and measure the successful completion of these objectives.

Formative Assignments. Formative assignments will be given throughout the quarter and will
guide you as you develop your paper. These include such things as critiquing your presentation,
discussing best practices for mathematical writing, submitting an initial draft, and refining that draft
in consultation with your adviser.

Scholarly Paper Assignments. Each student will write a scholarly paper on the topic on which they
presented in MATH 496. Your paper will be graded on the breadth and correctness of its mathematical
content, as well as the quality of presentation. See the course website for a full list of expectations
and grading criteria.

Grades. Your final letter grade is based on your quarter average as shown in the table below. Your
quarter average is made up of two scores: Your formative assignment average (30%), and your final
paper score (70%). Appropriate (to your instructor) modifications of the final letter grades may be
made in individual cases for unusual circumstances.

B+ 89 − 91% C+ 78 − 80% D+ 64 − 66%
A 93 − 100% B 82 − 89% C 68 − 78% D 57 − 64%
A− 91 − 93% B− 80 − 82% C− 66 − 68% D− 55 − 57%

All acts of dishonesty are unacceptable, including cheating, plagiarism, forgery, misrepresentation,
falsification, and prohibited collaboration. Refer to http://www.wallawalla.edu/academics/academic-
administration/academic-policies/academic-integrity-policy/ .

http://math.wallawalla.edu/teacherEd/
http://www.wallawalla.edu/academics/academic-administration/academic-policies/academic-integrity-policy/
http://www.wallawalla.edu/academics/academic-administration/academic-policies/academic-integrity-policy/


Disabilities. Appropriate accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities.
To inquire about accommodations, contact Sue Huett at Disability Support Services (527-2366). This
syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. See
http://www.wallawalla.edu/resources/student-support-services/disability-support-services/ .

Emergency Procedures. Please consult http://www.wallawalla.edu/security .

http://www.wallawalla.edu/resources/student-support-services/disability-support-services/
http://www.wallawalla.edu/security

