
Math 476: Putnam Problem Solving Autumn 2017
Walla Walla University—Seventh-day Adventist Higher Education

Prof. John E. Foster, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Mathematics
john.foster@wallawalla.edu
Kretschmar Hall 334, (509) 527-2999

Meetings: F 2:00–2:50 PM, Kretschmar Hall 107

Office Hours: I am available when my office door is open; I close it when I am busy. You can make
appointments at https://fessorfoster.youcanbook.me.

Course Description: “Prepares students to participate in the William Lowell Putnam Mathemat-
ical Competition. Topics include problem solving with an emphasis on both oral and written
communication. Students are required to take the William Lowell Putnam exam, held annually in
early December, as a part of the class.” One credit. Prerequisites: Permission of the Department of
Mathematics. Graded S or NC.

Learning Objectives:

• You will present a clear and accurate proofs to a fascinating mathematical problem in written
and oral format.

• You will prepare for and compete in the 2017 William Lowell Putnam mathematical compe-
tition.

Attendance: In preparation for the competition, we will review problem-solving strategies each
Friday afternoon. It is important that participants attend these practice sessions both to hone their
own skills and to assist their classmates. In order to receive a satisfactory grade, students must
attend at least six of the eight preparatory sessions.

Exam: Students must participate in the exam. This requires that they be chaperoned by the math
faculty for the entire day of Saturday, December 2.

Grades: This course is graded Satisfactory or No Credit. In order to receive a satisfactory grade,
students must attend at least six of the eight preparatory sessions, present at least one solution,
and take the exam. Exceptions may be made in individual cases, at the instructor’s discretion, for
unusual circumstances.

Disabilities: Appropriate accommodations are available for students with documented disabili-
ties. To inquire about accommodations, contact the instructor or the Student Development Center
at (509) 527-2664. The university’s official disability policy is at https://wallawalla.edu/dss.

Emergency Procedures: Please consult http://www.wallawalla.edu/security.
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