
Math 117: Accelerated Precalculus Autumn 2018
Walla Walla University—Seventh-day Adventist Higher Education

Instructor: John E. Foster, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Mathematics
Contact: john.foster@wallawalla.edu, office KRH 334, (509) 527-2999

Course Meetings: MTWRF 9:00–9:50AM, Kretschmar Hall 210

Office Hours: I am available when my office door is open; I close it when I am busy. You can make
appointments at https://fessorfoster.youcanbook.me, which is linked on Moodle.

Course Description: Designed for students preparing to take Calculus 1 who have had some pre-
vious experience with Precalculus but are in need of further review. Covers topics from college
algebra and trigonometry including polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigono-
metric functions and their graphs; trigonometric identities; and complex numbers. Designed to
meet the general studies requirement for the baccalaureate degree, but does not apply towards a
major or minor in mathematics. Credit will not be allowed for both MATH 117 and MATH 121 or
MATH 122. Five credits. Prerequisite: C– in MDEV 003, or satisfactory departmental placement.

Textbook: Barnett, Ziegler, Byleen, and Sobecki. College Algebra with Trigonometry, 9th ed. McGraw-
Hill, 2011. ISBN 978-0-07-351950-0.

Learning Objectives:

• You will successfully engage in mathematical thinking, reasoning, and problem solving.

• You will become proficient in expressing clear and accurate solutions to mathematical prob-
lems in writing.

• You will develop an understanding of the precalculus topics listed in the course description.

Workload. According to the Department of Education and our accreditors, each credit hour rep-
resents at least one hour of classroom instruction and two hours of out-of-class work per week.
So, it is reasonable to plan to spend 15–20 hours per week on this course.

WeBWorK. Online homework assignments are available through Moodle. These assignments will
be due at 9AM. You may request an extension if less than a day has passed after the deadline.

Written Work. These should be written neatly on 8.5”×11” paper with clean edges. If you use
multiple sheets of paper, staple them in the top-left corner before folding. These are due at the
beginning of class on Tuesdays. Late assignments turned in between 9AM and 4PM will be graded
with a 10% penalty. After that, there is no guarantee they will be graded.

Exams: There will be three midterm exams, probably in weeks 3, 6, and 8. These will be graded
and returned within about two weeks. The dates are subject to change, announced in class one
week in advance. There will also be a comprehensive final exam on Wednesday, December 12,
8:00–9:50 AM. The final exam may be taken out of schedule only with the approval of the Associate
Vice President for Academic Administration, Dr. Scott Ligman. You may view your final exam in
your professor’s office after the completion of the course.

https://fessorfoster.youcanbook.me


Grades: I will calculate your grade roughly as follows:
15% Online homework
15% Written homework
5% Participation & Quizzes

40% Exams
25% Final Exam

Appropriate (to your instructor) modification of the final letter grade may be made in individual
cases for progress, unusual circumstances, etc. Around weeks 4 and 7 there will be progress
reports for students scoring at or below a C– and for other students considered to be at risk.

B+ 87 − 90% C+ 77 − 80% D+ 65 − 70%
A 93 − 100% B 83 − 87% C 73 − 77% D 60 − 65%
A− 90 − 93% B− 80 − 83% C− 70 − 73% D− 55 − 60%

Electronics: No calculators, phones, or other electronics may be used on exams.

Academic Integrity: Homework you submit for grading should be your own work. Any type
of cheating on an exam, including (but not limited to) copying another student’s work or using
unauthorized electronics or notes, will result in grade penalties in the course, and possible further
discipline from the Associate Vice President for Academic Administration, Dr. Scott Ligman.

Disabilities: Appropriate accommodations are available for students with documented disabili-
ties. To inquire about accommodations, contact the instructor or the Student Development Center
at (509) 527-2664. The university’s official disability policy is at https://wallawalla.edu/dss.

Teaching Certification: Those students seeking Washington state teaching certification should
consult http://math.wallawalla.edu/teacherEd/ .

Emergency Procedures: Please consult http://www.wallawalla.edu/security.

University Core Themes:

Excellence in thought You will learn theory, techniques, and applications of precalculus as demon-
strated on homework and exams. This will develop logical and quantita-
tive reasoning.

Generosity in service You will work with other students in class to support their learning (and
reinforce your own).

Beauty in expression You will develop your ability to express mathematical ideas orally and in
writing. This will develop effective communication.

Faith in God In mathematics we study an untainted creation and appreciate truths that
transcend humanity’s changing philosophies.

Free Student Membership: While you are a student, you are eligible for free membership in the
Mathematical Association of America! Benefits include online access to the MAA Career Resource
Center and to Math Horizons magazine, The College Mathematics Journal, and other publications for
college students. Just print the form at http://math.wallawalla.edu/resources/MAAmembership.pdf and
deliver it to Dr. John Foster in the math department.
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